MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

CITY COUNCIL OF WHITTEMORE, IOWA

Tuesday, January 8, 2013 – 5:30 P.M.

Mayor Daniel J. Elbert called to order the first regular Council meeting of the New Year on Tuesday, January 8, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.  Members present were Council members Stuart Simonson, Kathy Fraser, Craig Brownell and Becky Lancaster.  Absent:  Rod Johnson.  Others in attendance for all or a portion of the meeting included Andy Wiita, Karla Walker, Andi Thompson and Bryan Meyer.

There were no citizens present to be heard during the “Public Comments” portion of this meeting.

Andy Wiita, a representative of Ayrshire Communications, was present to discuss Whittemore’s local cable and internet rates and service. He stated that Ayrshire Communications takes great pride in providing their customers with quality programming at the lowest price possible, however, it has become necessary for the company to implement a rate increase due to fees paid for Cable TV programming.  New rates will take effect February 1, 2013 at which time the basic cable television rate will increase to $63.55 per month.  Mr. Wiita also spoke of the internet services provided by Ayrshire Communications and of new technology that will be forthcoming in the near future.   The Mayor and Council thanked Andy Wiita for his presentation.

There being no corrections or additions, the minutes of the December 3, 2012 Regular Council meeting were approved as published in the December 13, 2012 edition of the Whittemore Independent.
The Clerk-Treasurer’s Financial Reports for the month of December, 2012 were reviewed.  Following are the receipts and transfers for the month:  General $10948.25; Electric $38800.64; Gas $37163.53; Water $7989.43; Sewer Rental $2716.00; Solid Waste $3830.40; Payroll $17367.81; Equipment $1428.68; Special Account $394.45; Trees Savings Account $none; Playground $none; Project Share $none; Community Center Savings Account $170.00; Road Use Tax $3924.77; Customer Deposit $900.00; Debt Service $300.03; Special Assessment $none; Library Improvement Savings $2626.00; Library Renovations Savings $0.17; Library Regular $9514.78; Library Renovations Checking $none; Community Enhancement $200.00.  The Mayor and Council expressed thanks to the public and businesses that donated to and attended the Library’s Pancake Breakfast fundraiser on December 9, 2012.  Gross receipts as of December 31, 2012 for the event were $2536.00.  Motion was made by Brownell and seconded by Lancaster to accept the December, 2012 Clerk-Treasurer’s reports.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
The following claims were presented for payment:
Clayton Energy Corp., natural gas services $27236.30; Total (all) Employee Wages $10653.07; Total (all) Contract Labor $27.00; Total Mayor & Council salaries, 4th qtr 2012 $540.26; Farmers State Bank, Master Note payment $7000.00; R D Drenkow & Co., cafeteria plan withholdings $253.84; SiteScapes, bench $607.50; Community Lumber, December statement $174.67; NIACOG, 1st installment for Housing Rehab program $245.00; Janan Gillis, November Library cleaning $100.00; Farner-Bocken, supplies for Library pancake breakfast $175.45; MaxYield Cooperative, December statement $1190.06; Treasurer of Iowa, sales taxes $1357.00; Janan Gillis, December Library cleaning $100.00; K-Mart, DVDs $95.44; Joy Metzger, reimbursement $12.82; Sandy Long, reimbursement $50.65; Century Point Large Print, books $82.68; Gale Inc., large print books $173.29; Guideposts BOOK-MART, books $35.48; Baker & Taylor, books $520.41; Country Living, subscription renewal $23.51; Large Print Overstocks, books $24.21L & G Inc., December services $210.00; Schmitt Hardware, December materials $38.45; Bonnstetter Auto Body, refinish new (north) door of Community Center $260.00; Stundahl’s Cleaning, December cleaning $100.00; Berninghaus Masonry, replace (north) door and close (east side) fan vent opening at Whittemore Community Center $7,246.00; Personnel Concepts, Iowa Labor Law posters $25.85; KCEDC, Whittemore’s share of Postini virus protection program $36.00; and Community Lumber Supply, December supplies $259.47.  

Also, Resale Power Group of Iowa, power purchased $27,433.60; ProBuild, December statement $545.63; Utility Sales & Service Inc., Natural Gas department distribution materials $477.19; Hawkins Inc., Water Plant chemicals $266.11; Hach, Water testing supplies $238.28; A I Processors, Water samples postage $8.01; Utility Equipment Company, lagoon valve $375.04; Horizon’s Unlimited, recyclables processing fee $50.00; City of Spencer, landfill fees $1,034.42; Wentzel’s True Value, lock de-icer $6.27; MaxYield Cooperative, December fuel statement $1,005.73; Elbert Chevrolet, Inc., December statement $435.20; Buscher Bros., repair materials for Sander $49.05; CenturyLink, phone bills (all entities) $483.55; Border States Electric, street lighting lamps and electric distribution materials $727.78; Whittemore Independent, December publications $282.53; Mangold Environmental Testing, water and wastewater testing $281.00; Aryshire Communications, December services $68.63; Data Technologies, Inc., 2012 W-2 forms $63.82; Bomgaars, December repair materials $131.94; Iowa One Call, locates $24.30; City of Whittemore, utilities $3,882.49; and City of Whittemore, petty cash expenses $301.30.
Councilman Simonson noted that the statements from Bonnstetter Auto Body and Berninghaus Masonry will be paid in part by grant funds received in 2012 from the Kossuth County Community Foundation. Council reviewed these two bills and requested that the Clerk transfer $3,000 from the Community Center Savings Account to the General fund to aid with final payment of their total.  Motion was then made by Fraser and seconded by Simonson to approve the above-listed claims in its entirety. Vote was all AYES; motion carried.
Upon motions by Lancaster and Brownell and by unanimous vote of the Council, the following application for a Builder’s Permit was approved as presented:

Roger Hansen:  Replace gutter guards and downspouts on house; also (within a year’s time) replace 10 windows, window wraps, fascia on east and south side of house and siding on the east side of the garage.  All work to be completed at 709 Second Street.

There were no applications for employment.
The delinquent accounts were reviewed.

Council was then presented with a copy of Kossuth County’s Resolution to Reduce the Speed Limit as you enter Whittemore on Fourth Street from the south utilizing County Blacktop P-16.  This action is being taken on the County’s part in response to the City of Whittemore’s request to reduce the speed limit for protection of children playing along Fourth Street on the south side of our community.  The Clerk noted that Kossuth County and the City of Whittemore have joint jurisdiction over a portion of P-16/Fourth Street and it is necessary for Kossuth County to approve the lower (25MPH) speed limit for P-16 within their jurisdiction.  Per Iowa Code and City Code, the speed limit is legally set at 25 MPH in this residential area governed by the City of Whittemore.
Upon review, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser that the Whittemore City Council approve the Kossuth County Board of Supervisors intent that a speed limit be established and appropriate signs erected at the locations described as follows:  On Kossuth County Route P-16/City of Whittemore Fourth Street measured northerly from the intersection with B-44, approximately 1,494 feet to 2,440 feet, to the south line of the City of Whittemore Corporation Limits located west of P-16/Fourth Street, 25 m.p.h.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.  
Motion was then made by Lancaster and seconded by Simonson to approve renewal applications for a Class C Liquor license and a Sunday Sale Privilege by T & S Ventures, Inc., DBA “Pitchers”.  Vote was all AYES; motion carried.  The process of issuing or renewing all license permits with the Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division is electronically completed over the Internet.

Upon motions by Brownell and Fraser and by unanimous vote, the Council hereby approves an application for a One-Day/Temporary Transfer of Seely-Walsh Post 425 of the American Legion Class “C” liquor license to St. Michael’s Parish Center on Saturday, January 19, 2013 for the 13th annual “Chili Cook-Off Contest” sponsored by the Whittemore Community Betterment Club.

Mayor and Council considered a “Short Form of Agreement” between the City of Whittemore and DGR Engineering to provide services for power plant switchgear replacement.  The document was drafted, per Council request, following a December 3, 2012 presentation by Shannen Struckman of DeWild Grant Reckert & Associates Co. in Rock Rapids, Iowa, with regards to the City of Whittemore’s need to upgrade the local municipality’s Light Plant switchgear.  Per the agreement, total compensation for hourly services and reimbursable expenses is estimated to be $7,000.00 and signature of the document authorizes only a preliminary phase of the project that will clarify design parameters and allow costs to be estimated for the design and construction of the power plant switchgear replacement project.  After further discussion and review, motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Fraser to accept the “Short Form of Agreement” between the City of Whittemore and DGR Engineering for the cost of $7,000.00.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.
Next to be considered were large and/or unusual expenditures to be included in the 2013-2014 Fiscal Year budget for the City of Whittemore.  Item or project costs to be built-in to the new budget include $75,000 for street repairs; $30,000 roof replacement at the Community Center; $20,000 for switchgear replacement project at the Light Plant; and $25,000 for new odorizer at the (natural gas) Town Border Station.  The Council also set aside $1,000 for investment in hand tools, and $5,000 to remove existing tennis courts and replace with an outdoor basketball court; develop a small picnic spot in former tennis court area.  City staff was also asked to get estimates for: development of a three-year plan for erecting cross-street STOP signs to be posted throughout the community; installing a remote system for the fire/tornado siren; prices for lining storm and sanitary sewer pipes running the full length of Palo Alto Street; and the cost of putting a tin roof on the Community Center.
Mayor Elbert announced that the annual Whittemore Fun Days will be held on May 27 and 28 in 2013.  Smith Amusements is also requesting electric service be provided to their employee living quarters.
Whittemore’s “Community Events” schedule for January 2013 was reviewed.  

The date and time for the next regular Council meeting was scheduled for Monday, February 4, 2013 beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the Chambers of City Hall.

There were no “City Committee” reports.
Supt. Meyer reported:

· There are problems with the in-house electric service (switches, plug-ins, fuse box, etc.) at the Light Plant.  Staff has contacted Jim Schmitt at Schmitt Hardware to resolve the issues.  Council would like to have a formal bid from Schmitt Hardware before any money is spent to correct the problems.

· An 8” valve at the Sewer Lagoon is in need of replacement.  Cost is estimated to be $800.00.  Work will be completed once a new valve has been secured.

· Municipal employees will soon be in need of a company credit card.  Councilman Simonson instructed city staff to contact Farmers State Bank for information pertaining to such an issue.
Clerk Farrell reported:

· There was a break-in at City Hall on December 6, 2012.  No monies or properties were stolen except for master keys to open the pop machines at Noah’s Park and the Swimming Pool.  Pepsi has been contacted and those locks have been changed.

· There is a need to replace a computer printer in City Hall that has quit working after approximately 8 years of service.  Council granted permission is purchase a new unit.

Council reviewed a solicitation letter from Kossuth County Historical Society.  No funds were awarded to the entity.

Motion was made by Simonson and seconded by Brownell to approve a request by Michael D. Elbert, a municipal employee who retired (on September 26, 2012) before attaining sixty-five years of age, to continue participating in the group health plan or under the group health contract, at his own expense, until he attains sixty-five years of age.  Roll was called and vote was as follows, AYES:  Simonson, Fraser, Brownell and Lancaster.  NAYS:  none.  ABSENT:  Johnson.  Motion carried.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Elbert declared the January 8, 2013 regular meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

/s/  Linda K. Farrell

City Clerk
